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DRAFT 
MINUTES of the (22nd) DEVIOCK ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
held at THE COASTAL ZONE, DOWNDERRY on THURSDAY, 

19th APRIL 2018 at 7.30 p.m. 
  

PRESENT:   Parish Cllrs. Ms. M. E. Temlett, Downderry Ward (Chair) 
Ms. H. M. Brockbank, Downderry Ward 
Mr. J. P. Candy, Seaton Ward (also Cornwall Councillor) 
Mr. D. R. Humphreys, Seaton Ward 
Mrs. B. M. Lloyd, Downderry Ward 

    Mr. S. J. Parry, Seaton Ward 
   Mr. Ivan Tomlin  
   7 Members of the Public 

    Mr. Timothy Pullin (Parish Clerk) 
 

The Chair welcomed all present, declared the Annual Parish Meeting in session.  
  
1.  APOLOGIES:   Cllrs. Mr. J. P. Candy, Mr. M. Gibbons, Mr. D.T. Parry, Mrs. A. 
Robinson and Mrs. A. Thorpe. 
Cornwall Councillor Mr. R. Pugh  
          
2. MINUTES:   Proposed by Cllr. Mrs. B. M. Lloyd seconded by Cllr. Ms. H. M. 
Brockbank, the Minutes of the (21st) Annual Parish Meeting of 20th APRIL 2017 were 
approved. A member of the public requested information regarding on progress being 
made to provide allotments at Tanver Yate Field. The Chair responded that a covenant 
on the land restricting it to recreational use had caused delays. 

 
3. FINANCIAL REPORT: by  Timothy Pullin,  
     (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer). 
The Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2017 was approved and signed off 
by the External Auditor and was open for inspection by electors in accordance with 
current regulations. 
The financial position of Deviock Parish Council had remained in a sound condition 
throughout 2016 & 2017. 
Bank interest rates had remained low and therefore the Council has not been able to 
obtain good returns on its investments during these years. 
No major sales or acquisitions were made during this period.  
Grants made to local organisations and charities in 2016/17 totalled: £5,402.52  
(2015/16: £3,700.79) 
Councillor’s expenses / allowances paid in 2016/17 totalling £1,180.00 (gross), relating 
to 2015/16 period, were paid in June 2016. These payments were subject to P.A.Y.E. 
tax deductions and the amount includes a £100.00 outsourced administration service 
charge. 
The total cost of the clerk’s salary, pension contributions and expenses in 2016/17 
was: £19,000.33 
Total expenditure in 2016/17: £49,571.56 (2015/16: £62,315.76) 
Total income in 2016/17 (including Precept payments): £47,612.87(2015/16: £56,389.77)  
Total bank balances as at 31st March 2017: £144,021.68 (2016: £145,719.57) 
Total bank balances as at 31st March 2018: £133,416.11 
The Parish Council Precept 2018/19 had been increased by 2.26% allowing a total 
required funding figure of £40,000.00 (£34.33 per elector). (2017/18: £39,110 = £33.57 
per elector).  
The Parish Council would be receiving a grant from Cornwall Council for the sum of 
£902.08 (Localised Council Tax Support Scheme). (£1,188.72 in 2017) 
The Clerk advised that the 2018-2019 Precept document, showing how the figures 
were derived, was copied on the reverse of the finance sheet. 
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3. FINANCIAL REPORT (continued): 
The independent internal auditor would be conducting his audit for the year ending 31st 
March 2018 in the next few weeks.  
The Audit Commission required a completed annual return by 11th June 2018 and that 
that approved accounts are published no later than 30th September 2018. Public 
notices advising parishioners of their right to examine the return and associated 
paperwork would be displayed. 
A member of the public requested that a list of grants made be published in the Nut 
Tree Newsletter.  
There being no further questions raised from the floor Mr Pullin concluded his report. 
 

4. STATEMENT OF COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE 2017/18:    
Between May 2017 and April 2018 inclusive, 10 meetings have been held. 
The Parish Council did not meet in August or December 2017. 
The councillors currently in office are listed in alphabetical order below, except for the 
Parish Chair and Vice-Chair who are first and second respectively: 
 
PARISH COUNCIL:  Ward   PC Mtgs Attended (out of 10) 
 
Ms. M.E. Temlett, Chair  Downderry         8 
D. T. Parry    Vice-Chair Hessenford    8      
Ms. H. M. Brockbank   Downderry    9 
J. P. Candy    Seaton     7 
M. Gibbons    Downderry    10 
D. R. Humphreys    Seaton     7 
Mrs. B. M. Lloyd   Downderry    8 
J. London    Downderry    9 
S. J. Parry    Seaton     5 
Mrs. A. Robinson   Hessenford         10 
Mrs A. Thorpe   Hessenford    7 
  
Councillors also attended Planning Committee meetings that occurred 10 times during 
the year. 
 
5. REPORT BY THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL: 
Good evening to everyone who made the effort to come out on this beautiful Spring 
evening. 
I am grateful to you all for giving me the opportunity to once again serve the public by 
chairing our parish council.  Local elections were held in May last year and 11 
members of the council were uncontested for election and we continue with a full 
complement of local councillors.  Thank you for your continued commitment. 
We are very fortunate to live in this lovely coastal parish and I, like many of you want 
to preserve it’s features for the generations to come.  Over the past year we have 
considered 44 planning applications.  Some more contentious than others with our 
recommendations being challenged at the Cornwall Council Planning committee. 
Last year the Chair talked about the devolution of assets to the Parish, Rocknose 
refuge walkway and the road closure in Seaton Valley.  The Parish council remain in 
some negotiation regarding devolution.  There have been temporary safety measures 
including bollards installed at Rocknose, which we intend to see more secured to avoid 
the risks of traffic using the soft verges to pass on the narrower sections, and to create 
a safe space for pedestrians.  Picnic benches have been installed at Seaton with the 
additional support of a grant from Tesco of £2,000.  Duck warning signs have been 
placed in Seaton to advise dog owners of their presence.  I am also delighted to say 
that the temporary traffic lights will be removed from Seaton Valley next month.  I am 
sure that we will continue to be in communication with Highways given the amount of 
traffic on our roads that were never designed for the volume of visitors we often enjoy. 
You will be aware that we discuss planning applications for the Parish usually on a 
fortnightly basis and one of the issues that often vex us is the amount of development  
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5. REPORT BY THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL (continued): 
and the worries that we have over coastal erosion, water run-off and a shifting water 
table.  We are endeavouring to complete the neighbourhood plan with a view to some 
of these issues being addressed.  We have found, more recently that we are frustrated 
by the decisions made by Cornwall Council Planners, often it feels that local views are 
not for consideration and it is with this in mind we felt it would be helpful to invite Ivan 
Tomlin to help us think through the Evolving Planning Policy this evening. 
  
6. GUEST SPEAKER: Mr. Ivan Tomlin: Architectural Planning Consultant: 
Mr. Tomlin introduced himself and thanked the parish for the invitation to address the 
meeting and provide an overview of the current and evolving planning policy.  
Previous District Plans including the Caradon Local Plan had now been replaced by 
the Cornwall Local Plan. The Cornwall Structure Plan had been deleted in 2013. 
New local guidance for planning and supplementary planning guidance e.g. Affordable 
Housing was now available. 
At national level planning policy had been updated with the National Planning Policy 
Framework. There were also now 50 national level planning guidance notes. 
Neighbourhood Plans were providing local planning policy with 108 currently being 
produced with 13 completed. These Neighbourhood Plans help to direct local planning 
for both the current time and into the future and do bear weight in the planning 
decision making process as part of the government’s aim to increase levels of 
devolved power to local communities.  
Some Neighbourhood Plans have been criticised for seeking to prevent any 
development and may not reflect a true cross section of society. The plans must be in 
line with the County local plans and present a positive view of planning. 
At present there is a new Government Consultation on the National Planning Policy 
Framework with a 12th of May 2018 deadline for submissions. The Framework is 
influenced by current government policies. These policies have a more positive outlook 
encouraging “sustainable development” with a “presumption in favour of development”. 
One new policy is the introduction of the Community Infrastructure Levy whereby 
developers pay a levy to local councils for community benefit. Cornwall Council has 
not yet implemented the policy. 
Development limits have been reduced and it is now more possible to obtain 
permission for change from business or agricultural to residential use. Restrictive 
conditions including “ holiday occupancy” have been relaxed. 
Parish Councils need to respond to planning applications by citing material planning 
considerations. These considerations must conform with other national and local 
policies. When deciding on applications planning officers look to conformity with 
general policies before considering local issues. 
A list of material considerations would include:- 

1) Site suitable? 
2) Size and scale 
3) Visual appearance 
4) Impact on neighbours 
5) Highway matters 
6) Pre-app advice 
7) Do objections hold weight 

Submissions by Parish Councils do affect the decisions made by Cornwall Council 
more than ever before. Community led planning decisions are seen as the way forward 
with local knowledge helping to determine suitable locations and economic viability of 
schemes. 
There are various mechanisms by which Parish Councils can get their views across to 
planning officers in addition to the normal consultation process. 
5 Day protocols are used when there are differences between the views of the parish 
council and that of the planning officer for a particular application. The Cornwall 
Councillor is then involved in helping to determine how the application should be taken 
forward. Cornwall Council tries to limit the number of applications that are taken to 
committee for determination because of the time and expense involved. 
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6. GUEST SPEAKER (continued): 
It is always best for Parish Council’s to object to applications that it has concerns 
about, if it has strong planning reasons that can be  upheld in committee. 
Pre-Applications are another mechanism by which Parish Councils can provide 
valuable input on planning applications.  
Pre-apps are used by developers to test the water on their proposals. Different levels 
of detail can be requested from the planning officer:- 

a) Desk top response 
b) Desk top response plus site visit 
c) Planning Performance Agreement including multiple meeting 

Advice given can be kept confidential or open to the public. 
Pre-apps do not always include consultation with Parish Councils and therefore can 
sometimes be seen as “a done deal” between the applicant and the planning officer. 
Pre-determination issues can also affect how Parish Councils can respond to Pre-
Apps. 
Mr. Tomlin then opened up his address for questions. 
A member of the public asked on current policy regarding change of use from business 
to residential and was told that this was now considered in a much more favourable 
light. 
Cllr. Mr. S. J. Parry asked what the current Cornwall Council policy regarding 
development with sea defences was as there appeared to be a degree of confusion 
and misunderstanding with the Marine Management  Organisation. Mr. Tomlin stated 
that he could not comment on individual cases but that the policy did appear to be in a 
state of flux. 
The Chair thanked Mr. Tomlin for his interesting talk. 

 
7. MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS.   
A member of the public raised the issue of the re-routing of the 75 bus route stating 
that the Parish council should oppose this. The Chair agreed to add this as an item for 
the next Parish Council meeting.  
The same member of the public flagged up the issue of the removed roadside bank at 
Rocknose Corner and the problems of blocked road drains caused by loose material 
being washed down Brenton Road. It was agreed to contact the Highways Dept to 
request that the drains be cleared. 
Cllr. Ms. H. M. Brockbank urged support for a new bus shelter to be installed at Main 
Road, Downderry, adjacent to St. Nicolas Church. 
Cllr. Ms. B. M. Lloyd requested that disabled access be created at the west end 
entrance to the Downderry Memorial Gardens. 
 
There being no other matters raised by parishioners the meeting was then closed by 
the Chair at 8.55 pm. 


